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and varied background, yet it is still very much influenced by that background. We need not look very far today to see how society's views of life influence our discipline.
The approach that Smith chooses to take in this book should appeal to a wide spectrum of readers. He actually employs three approaches: he examines isolated historical epochs such as Aristotelian biology, Cartesian biology, and Naturphilosophie; he also examines more specific biological concepts as they have developed through time; and he shows how social, historical, and economic forces have shaped and continue to shape biological science.
Throughout this book Smith attempts to show how life has been viewed at different stages of scientific development. The progress of biological thought through time is seen as a gradual separation of the teleological from the nonteleological; the bifurcation of objectivity and subjectivity.
Of paramount importance to the development of a mechanistic biology was the idea of random collisions between the atoms composing all matter. If such randomness was the case, then the teleological view of life with its purposes and final causes was considerably weakened. Ideas germane to the atomic theory existed in the early Greek world around 500 B.C. But such a mechanistic view of life, attributing such things as sound, smell, love, ambition, and honor to the whims of purposeless atoms was more than the Greek world would long permit. Aristotle's biology was decidedly teleological, as was Galen's and Harvey's after, and these are among the world's greatest biologists. Smith explores and elaborates upon these ideas in twenty-two chapters, beginning with the part played by the human imagination in scientific theory and ending with a scientific examination of the mind's functions. In the first chapter, the parallels between creativity in the arts and sciences are discussed.
Clearly, the creative impulse is the same. paradigms in neurobiology will not be forthcoming, but for now they remain obscured.
As the book concludes, we see that the dichotomy still exists today in our understanding of life. We tend to view the world mechanistically, but we view ourselves more teleologically. We still have no satisfactory answer to Shelley's question, but the search continues, and . Smith's eminently readable and thoughtprovoking essay can only help to give us pause in our routine and inspire us to ponder the issues. 
